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fugitive from the emissaries of justice who succeeded in
throwing himself at the feet of these virgins as they marched
in solemn procession through the streets was saved.1 In
the great temple at Mexico before each chapel stood a stone
hearth, on which a fire was kept constantly burning by the
virgins and priests, and dreadful misfortunes were supposed
to follow its accidental extinction.2 Girls were sometimes
devoted from infancy to the service of the god ; some took
a vow of perpetual virginity, some entered the service only
for a term of years. A broom and a censer were their
emblems. Death was the penalty for incontinence.3 That
the fire-worship of Mexico, for all its gorgeous and awful
pageantry, sprang from the fire on the domestic hearth may
be inferred from the Mexican custom (like the old Italian,
Greek, Slavonian, and modern Hindoo custom) of throwing
food and drink into the fire before a meal.4 The same
primitive offering to the fire was common amongst the savage
Redskins who never developed an elaborate religious ritual
like that of barbarous Mexico.5 In Yucatan there was an
order of Vestals instituted by a princess who acted as lady
superior. The members were volunteers who enrolled them-
selves either for a fixed time or for life. Their duty was to
tend the sacred fire ; those who broke their vow of chastity
were shot to death with arrows.6
Next to the Peruvians and Mexicans, the American tribes
which had the most marked fire-worship were those of
Louisiana, and though they had no order of Vestals, we may
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